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STANDARDS FOR REFERENCE WORKS 


Time and again Subscription Books 
Committee members have been asked 
“What are your standards for judging 
reference works?” or “What specific 
criteria do you use when you recom- 
mend one encyclopedia and not an- 
other?” Another question sometimes 
asked is why librarians feel qualified 
in the first place to attempt such evalu- 
ations as appear in Subscription Books 
Bulletin. It is said that no one group 
of people, no matter how capable or 
experienced, should try to pass judg- 
ment on a multivolume set intended for 
many kinds of users; that such efforts 
appear presumptuous. Yet the demands 
of librarians and other reference book 


users prior to the Committee’s organ- 
ization and the continued and growing 
interest in its work, all point to a need 
which has had to be met and which 
continues. 

Three of the best-known professional 
guides to reference materials, Mudge, 
Guide to Reference Books, Hirshberg, 
Subject Guide to Reference Books, and 
Shores, Basic Reference Books, discuss 
the problem of evaluation in consider- 
able detail and present basic principles 
which any reviewer or prospective pur- 
chaser may follow. The Subscription 
Books Committee has supplemented 
these principles with a set of instruc- 
tions to reviewers as a part of its manual 
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of procedure. It is not the intention 
of this article to restate in detail these 
criteria, but to summarize briefly a few 
main points. 

It will never be possible to establish 
the exact standards for which some 
publishers seem to hope, wherein a list 
of specific features would be approved 
and which, if followed religiously, 
would automatically result in the per- 
fect, and therefore recommended, ref- 
erence work. There are, however, cer- 
tain basic considerations which will 
apply to the reviewing of reference 
works in general and it is from these 
that the Committee’s standards are 
developed. Here are included such 
factors as the purpose of the publisher 
or editor, the accuracy, authority and 
factual adequacy of the work, the em- 
phasis and balance in treatment of the 
material, the relation of the work to 
published literature in its field and, 
finally, the physical features which 
make the book useable. 

The reviewer’s first consideration is 
the purpose and need of the work. No 
reference book or set published without 
a clearly defined objective and well- 
established editorial policy is likely to 
be very satisfactory. The competent 
editor’s first step is to set forth his 
aim; that is, the intended scope of the 
work and the type of user for which 
it will be prepared. He develops an 
over-all plan whereby each topic will 
be treated with the intended user in 
mind and in relation to the whole work 
so that a balance will be maintained. 
Assuming that the editor has formulat- 
ed an editorial program, the reviewer 
evaluates the resulting work in the 
light of its apparent objective. He 
examines the method and consistency 
of treatment of the subject matter, the 
style, and the completeness of coverage. 
The objectivity in the handling of con- 


troversial subjects, in other words, the 
editor’s bias, either stated or implied, is 
also studied. Although the demand for 
information on a given subject is not 
the determining factor in judging a 
work, the reviewer takes into account 
the proven need for the material as 
revealed by his day by day contact with 
the “asking public.” 

A second problem the reviewer faces 
is to determine the authority behind 
the work and the reliability of the in- 
formation it contains. (The up-to-date- 
ness, an important element in the ade- 
quacy of the material, was discussed 
in the editorial, “Continuous Revision— 
a Problem,” in the April 1946 issue of 
the Bulletin.) His judgment is confirmed 
whenever possible by consultation with 
specialists and by comparison with pub- 
lished material of accepted merit on 
the subject. The devices the publisher 
employs to guarantee reliability—signed 
articles, bibliographies, etc.—are impor- 
tant only in the extent to which they 
achieve the desired ends. 

While the reviewer does not spend 
his whole time sleuthing for mis- 
prints and minor errors, he must 
detect serious defects. Complete, page 
by page examination and evalua- 
tion of a multivolume work is just 
as impossible as a precise inspection 
of the thousands of parts of a new 
automobile. Just as one tries out the 
new car, one tries out the book. Infor- 
mation with which the reviewer is 
familiar is looked up and samplings are 
taken here and there to see what he can 
find. Samplings are widely used in 
industry and the social sciences for 
inspection and evaluation purposes, and 
until better techniques are developed, 
the reviewer must necessarily fall back 
on this accepted procedure. Sampling 
of course must be done intelligently. 
With this in mind one wonders if a 
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doctoral dissertation on the application 
of sampling techniques to encyclopedia 
study might not produce something 
very useful. 

A third area which the librarian- 
critic must explore in his review in- 
cludes those features of a work which 
make information easily accessible. 
These consist not only of paper, mar- 
gins, binding, illustrations, etc., but also 
of arrangement, indexes, and cross ref- 
erences. The librarian’s constant, rapid 
use of reference tools in answering 
daily reference questions enables him 
to make this evaluation on the basis 
of his practical experience. Investment 
in the larger reference sets is such a 
big item in the budget of a library or 
a home that unsatisfactory make-up 
may often outweigh the authority of 
the work in question and become the 
chief reason for refusal to purchase. 
Publishers more and more seem to 
realize the importance of this aspect 
of book-making as evidenced by the 
increasing number that have added 
experienced reference librarians to their 
staffs as consultants. 

No mention has yet been made of 
another very fundamental problem still 


in need of careful study, the question 
of terminology. At present there is no 
general agreement as to the use of such 
terms as, for example, “revised,” “re- 
written,” “authenticated,” when applied 
to encyclopedias. In the opinion of a 
number of librarians and publishers 
a standard terminology needs to be 
drawn up, and the Subscription Books 
Committee is now working with a group 
of reference book publishers to sponsor 
a study along these lines. 

The primary aim of the Committee 
is to provide accurate, objective reviews 
which are scrupulously fair both to the 
publisher and probable purchaser. 
Building on the experience it has accu- 
mulated in seventeen years the Com- 
mittee hopes it is making at least a 
small contribution to the common goal 
of both librarians and publishers, name- 
ly, the realization of standards high 
enough to serve adequately the needs 
of those who purchase the books of- 
fered. To this end, the Committee has 
sponsored two open meetings with pub- 
lishers and librarians where some of 
these problems were discussed and is 
contemplating a third during the A.L.A. 
Conference at San Francisco in June. 


REVIEWS 


Biography Index; A Cumulative Index 
to Biographical Material in Books 
and Magazines. Quarterly with an- 
nual cumulation. New York, H. W. 

- Wilson Co., September 1946—. 
Service basis. 

The preface states that this index is 
designed to “meet the need for a one- 
place index to biographical material.” 
It is comprehensive in scope and ana- 
lyzes approximately 1500 periodicals 
including the 1300 regularly indexed by 
the Wilson services, the New York 
Times, and current books of individual 


and collective biography published in 
English. Useful material from non- 
biographical books is covered through 
the use of analytics. 

The September issue, examined for 
review, covers the publication period 
from January 1, 1946 to September 1, 
1946, and contains approximately 3000 
biographies of persons both living and 
dead from all races and nations. Al- 
though many entries are for contem- 
porary figures, individuals of historical 
prominence are included if the text 
cited is of outstanding merit or interest. 
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For example, under Napoleon, Great 
Prisoners by Isidore Abramowitz is 
listed, and a number of references 
about Thomas Jefferson are given un- 
der his name. 

The Biography Index is divided into 
two sections. The first section which 
forms the main portion of the volume 
is the name index, arranged alphabeti- 
cally. The second section is an index 
to professions and occupations arranged 
alphabetically by subject. With the 
December issue a new feature is added, 
a check list of the composite books 
analyzed. Short notes call attention to 
a few new books in the field of biogra- 
phy, chiefly new who’s who publica- 
tions. 

The entries in the main section in- 
clude full name, birth and death dates 
when known, nationality, and occupa- 
tion or profession of the biographee. 
Nationality is not indicated in biogra- 
phies of Americans. The references to 
periodical material cite author, title, 
illustration, and source including vol- 
ume number, page and date in a style 
of entry similar to that made familiar 
by the Readers’ Guide to Periodical 
Literature. Full bibliographical data 
is given for books indexed. The in- 
dexed material is occasionally divided 
by subject under the biographee into 
such groupings as juvenile literature, 
pictorial works, or fiction, i.e., a novel 
about Ulysses S. Grant is listed under 
Grant, Ulysses Simpson—fiction. Por- 
traits are noted whenever they appear 
with the indexed text. 

The subject listing of professions and 
occupations classifies the individuals 
found in the main index by their pro- 
fession or occupation and is a very use- 
ful feature of the work. 

Cross references are given in the case 
of variations in name of the biogra- 
phees. A key is furnished for periodical 


abbreviations used in the volume and 
for general abbreviations. 

The format of the Biography Index is 
similar to that of the Readers’ Guide 
and the first issue has a stiff paper 
cover. 

Although final evaluation cannot be 
made on the basis of examination of 
only one or two issues, it appears that 
the Biography Index will provide an 
up-to-date, well-organized service 
which should be valuable in all kinds 


of reference work. 


Casey Jones Cyclopedia of Aviation 
Terms; comp. and arranged by Hen- 
ry Lionel Williams in cooperation 
with the staff of the Academy of 
Aeronautics, La Guardia Field, New 
York, under the supervision of Avia- 
tion Research Associates. 3lcm. New 
York, McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 
1946. ix, 246p. illus. tables. charts. 
diagrams. cloth $5. 

The editors have prepared this book, 
believing that there is a need for “a 
cyclopedic dictionary [dealing with air- 
craft of all kinds] from which the lay- 
man as well as the engineer can derive 
accurate definitions and explanations 
that do not need a technical training to 
be understood.” 

Yor purposes of continuity a subject 
arrangement has been followed to 
which the table of contents serves as a 
guide, listing the material under fifteen 
main divisions, e.g., Fuel Systems; 
Electrical Equipment; Aircraft Instru- 
ments; Lighter-than-air Aircraft; Nav- 
igation. These sections are further sub- 
divided, e.g., under Electrical Equip- 
ment are listed the words dealing with 
ignition systems, starters, generators, 
motors, electrical terms and units, radio 
and lighting units. This has the merit 
of bringing together all items dealing 
with a particular phase of the subject, 
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and since excellent illustrations face 
almost every page, one can easily com- 
pare the different types of engines, 
valves, gauges, flight maneuvers, etc. 
Numerous formulas are included such 
as those for calculating indicated horse- 
power, brake horsepower and lift co- 
efficient. 

The “original definitions and descrip- 
tions in nontechnical language” are 
generally accurate and clear. Of course, 
in such a book exceptions can always 
be noted. In regard to storage batteries 
one reads that “Electricity is stored in 
them by changing these chemicals 
through the application of a charging 
current,” whereas it is energy, not 
electricity that is stored. Such terms 
as supercharger, propeller, crankshaft 
are discussed at some length. 

Slang words like “briefing,” “conk,” 
‘Joy stick” are omitted, but a compari- 
son with Baughman’s Aviation Diction- 
ary and Dickinson’s The Aeronautical 
Dictionary reveals some difference of 
opinion among authorities as to what is 
slang, what is colloquial and what is 
accepted usage. For example “balloon- 
ing” and “flipper” are slang to Dickin- 
son, colloquial to Baughman, and ac- 
cepted usage in Casey Jones. Casey 
Jones does not list “prop blast,” “soup” 
and “upstairs” which Baughman ac- 
cepts as words in good standing and 
Dickinson regards as slang. Dickinson 
alone lists “windmilling” as slang. 

There is a comprehensive index in- 
cluding every term defined. Its constant 
use is necessary inasmuch as the sub- 
ject arrangement is not alphabetical. 
Cross references are omitted from the 
text which gives definitions only under 
the preferred term. In such cases, how- 
ever, both terms are generally listed in 
the index, e.g., equinoctial equator and 
celestial equator, or blind flying and in- 
strument flying, although this is not 





uniformly true, as there is an entry for 
fluid resistance but not air resistance. 

The cyclopedia contains 571 illustra- 
tions which are particularly noteworthy 
because of their arrangement and clear- 
ness. A minimum number of reason- 
ably large drawings are placed on each 
page, thus avoiding a crowded appear- 
ance. Easy reference use is facilitated 
by the assignment of corresponding 
numbers to entries and accompanying 
illustrations so that comparison of defi- 
nition with illustration can be quickly 
made. For example, looking up piston 
pin in the index one is referred to 34:3 
where on page 34 the numeral 3 desig- 
nating the definition has its counterpart 
on the opposite page in the illustration 
of a piston pin as part of a combustion 
chamber. Drawings of items for which 
there is no comparable dictionary entry 
are distinctly labeled. 

Mention should be made that a happy 
combination of pleasing design and su- 
perior presswork make this an attrac- 
tive book. However, it is unfortunate 
that the inner margins are narrow and 
that the binding is light in weight. Asa 
result, the review copy has become 
warped. 

Casey Jones Cyclopedia of Aviation 
Terms satisfactorily fills its intended 
purpose. Appealing as it does chiefly to 
the layman, it should be of value on the 
shelves of libraries large and small. For 
those already having the more compre- 
hensive dictionaries by Dickinson and 
Baughman, it might not be a “must” 
purchase, although the illustrations 
make it desirable. It is recommended. 


Concise Chemical and Technical Dic- 
tionary; ed. by H. Bennett. 24cm. 
Brooklyn, Chemical Publishing Co., 
Inc., 1947. xxxix, 1055p. tables. dia- 
grams. cloth $10. 

This chemical and technical diction- 
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ary is compiled for use by the profes- 
sional scientist as well as the business 
man and general reader. About 50,000 
condensed definitions of chemical, 
physical, metallurgical, mineralogical, 
biological, medical, mathematical terms 
are included in the volume. Commonly 
used chemical and technical abbrevia- 
tions, trade and proprietary names are 
explained, and manufacturing process- 
es, raw materials and finished products 
described briefly. 

An introductory chapter describes the 
nomenclature of organic chemistry 
used in the dictionary. It is based on 
the International Union Rules taken 
from the Definitive Report of the Com- 
mission on the Reform of the Nomen- 
clature of Organic Chemistry which was 
adopted by this Commission and by the 
Council of the International Union of 
Chemistry at Liege in 1930. This is fol- 
lowed by a list of “Names and Formu- 
lae of Radicals Occurring in Organic 
Compounds.” A chapter on the pro- 
nunciation of chemical terms includes 
a word list which gives alternative pro- 
nunciations or popular usage. 

The main entry whether a word or 
phrase is printed in boldface type and 
alphabetized letter by letter. The names 
of compounds are listed in natural or- 
der, e.g., anhydrous lanolin and not 
lanolin, anhydrous. Trade names and 
proper names are capitalized. Numer- 
ous cross references appear for com- 
pounds or materials that have several 
names, the definition occurring only 
under the more commonly accepted 
name. 

Data of chemical compounds include 
the following items: chemical name, 
synonyms, semistructural formula, mo- 
lecular weight, color, form and other 
physical properties, specific gravity, 
melting and boiling point, solubilities 
in various solvents, and uses. Abbrevi- 


ations are used in the definitions to in- 
dicate these characteristics and are 
listed at the beginning of the dictionary. 
At the end of the volume are several 
lists and tables: symbols, chemical ele- 
ments, conversion tables, indicators, 
vitamin values of important foodstuffs, 
important organic ring systems. Terms 
not included in the main text appear in 
an addenda section. 

The attempt to crowd so many terms 
on so wide a variety of subjects into a 
single volume of convenient size has 
necessitated very concise, even terse 
definitions. One might wish for fuller, 
more extensive definitions, additional 
information, more uses of the chemicals 
listed, the names of manufacturers of 
trade-name materials. 

The physical make-up of the volume 
is excellent, the paper of good quality, 
and the typography and printing well 
planned and clear. Double column ar- 
rangement of the page is used for econ- 
omy of space and easy reading. 

The Concise Chemical and Technical 
Dictionary will not take the place of 
more highly specialized subject diction- 
aries which give more information about 
compounds and materials. Its chief val- 
ue lies in the fact that it brings a wide 
variety of technical terms together in a 
single alphabet. It will appeal, there- 
fore, to the general user, and is rec- 
ommended for medium-size and small 
libraries. 


Coyne Radioman’s Handbook; A Ref- 
erence and Data Book. Formulas— 
methods—charts—rules —diagrams— 
circuits—laws—specifications—tests— 
emergency repair data—definitions— 
design. Comp. and prepared by the 
Technical Staff, Coyne Electrical 
School. Chicago, Coyne Electrical 
School, c1946. xi, 355p. illus. tables. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 














Aprit 1947 15 





charts. diagrams. flexible fabrikoid 

$3.25. 

This is one of a number of handbooks 
and manuals on electricity, electronics 
and radio published by the Book Divi- 
sion, Coyne Electrical School. It is a 
compilation of condensed, authentic and 
up-to-date radio information, for use 
by radiomen in their work. Contents 
are grouped in seventeen chapters by 
broad subjects, e.g., “Materials-Sym- 
bols-Mathematics,” “Resistance and In- 
sulation,” “Electric Circuits,” “Power,” 
“Capacitors and Capacitance,” “Receiv- 
ing Tubes,” “Coils and Coil Winding.” 

An amazing amount of practical in- 
formation is covered, accompanied by 
frequent charts, tables and statistics. 
There are also a few simple drawings. 
Transformer formulas, capacitance 
rules and formulas, sound frequency 
ranges are among the data included. In 
addition, fundamental principles and 
laws of radio electronics are explained 
in simplest radio terms and are often 
illustrated with diagrams and worked 
problems. Special mention should also 
be made of such tables as: Abbrevia- 
tions and Letter Symbols, p.1-5; Tube 
Characteristics, p.75-115; Socket De- 
scriptions, p.116-25; Replacement Tubes, 
p.126-28; Loudness of Sounds, p.304. 

Although the book is not intended 
for the beginner or for the layman, 
every effort seems to have been made 
to reduce complicated radio terminol- 
ogy to understandable language. It does 
not try to cover the subject as compre- 
hensively as the more advanced hand- 
books by Henney, Morecroft or Ster- 
ling, but it contains the essential in- 
formation needed by the practicing 
radio service man. An analytical index 
with cross references facilitates refer- 
ence use. 


The binding is flexible fabrikoid, 


making the book easy to handle. The 
paper is of good quality and the print- 
ing clear and legible. 

Coyne Radioman’s Handbook is a 
useful addition to material in its field. 
It is recommended for radio repair and 
service technicians, for technical li- 
braries and for public libraries having 
a demand for technical data books. 


Encyclopedia of Literature; ed. by 
Joseph T. Shipley. 2v. 24.5cm. New 
York, Philosophical Library. $12. 
According to the preface, “this is the 

first collection of surveys of the litera- 

tures of the world. ... A few fields 
have never been surveyed at all, in any 
language.” Joseph T. Shipley, the edi- 
tor, also prepared the Dictionary of 

World Literature, reviewed in Sub- 

scription Books Bulletin, October 1943, 

and is the author of Dictionary of Word 

Origins, reviewed in the April 1946 

issue. 

There are about 120 surveys, in al- 
phabetical arrangement by the name of 
the literature, with adequate cross ref- 
erences from variant names. Contribu- 
tors, whose articles are signed, are 
specialists in their various fields, and 
many of them are natives of a country 
which produced a particular literature. 
Their names, together with their qual- 
ifications, are listed at-the front of 
volume 1. 

The surveys range in length from 62 
pages for English to approximately a 
page each for Basque and Tyurkic. The 
editor’s statement that “each [article] 
has been left largely in the author’s 
style .. . the treatments therefore vary 
as the literatures themselves suggest” 
is borne out by the unevenness in the 
amount of detail included and the 
length of the articles. Welsh literature, 
for example, is given more space than 
Russian, Irish more than Italian. In 
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general, however, the surveys uni- 
formly emphasize creative literature 
with much attention to folklore; some, 
e.g., Polynesian and African, consist 
entirely of folklore. 

On the whole, the style is clear and 
factual, and the arrangement of mate- 
rial within each article well organized. 
Sometimes, in the shorter articles, the 
detail is not complete enough for ade- 
quate reference use. For example, 
the article on Etruscan literature, which 
covers a bit more than one page, fails 
to locate the people in history or 
geography, or their speech in its lan- 
guage family. 

With a few exceptions, a bibliography 
is appended to each article, and the 
items are usually, though not always, 
dated. In some cases the bibliographies 
evidently serve as a record of the con- 
tributor’s sources, and in others as a 
short list of suggestions to the reader 
for further study. Although one would 
not necessarily expect a work of this 
type to contain completely comprehen- 
sive and exhaustive references, the 
number of items listed in some bibli- 
ographies seems surprisingly large in 
contrast to others. The 35-page survey 
of Irish, Scottish, Gaelic and Manx lit- 
erature, for example, has a bibliography 
of 85 items, while the 44-page article 
on United States literature has 25. Some 
of the more minor literatures include 
bibliographies of only two or three 
items each. 

An appendix of 134 pages in volume 
2 gives short biographies of some 700 
authors whose names are starred as 
they appear in an article. There seems 
to be no systematic basis for selection 
of these authors. The Cornish scholar, 
Henry Jenner, and the Frisian philol- 
ogist, Halbertsma, are listed but no 
Indian, although Tagore or Mukerji 
might well have been included. 


The binding and the format with a 
two-column page, are satisfactory. The 
paper, however, is of poor quality. 

One serious weakness of the Encyclo- 
pedia of Literature from the viewpoint 
of its reference use is the absence of an 
analytical index. Uniformly compre- 
hensive bibliographies would also have 
enhanced its value as a guide to the 
study of world literature. 

These shortcomings, however, are 
somewhat outweighed by the fact that 
many minor literatures about which in- 
formation is difficult to locate are in- 
cluded. Most of the literatures are 
surveyed, usually at greater length, in 
general reference works such as the 
Americana and the Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica. The less-known ones are, un- 
fortunately, treated very briefly, often 
without a bibliography, or with but one 
or two references. For these reasons 
the Encyclopedia of Literature is rec- 
ommended only for those libraries or 
homes needing extremely sketchy ac- 
counts of the literatures of many na- 
tionalities and countries brought to- 
gether in one source. 


The Horseman’s Encyclopedia; by Mar- 
garet Cabell Self. New York, A. S. 
Barnes and Co., 1946. 519p. illus. 
diagrams. cloth $5. 

Margaret Cabell Self is the author of 
Fun on Horseback, Horses: Their Se- 
lection, Care and Handling, and Teach- 
ing the Young to Ride. Since 1929 she 
has operated a riding school in Con- 
necticut. In this book, according to the 
preface, she has “tried to assemble and 
index many facts that would be of in- 
terest and service to all horse lovers.” 

Topics are arranged in alphabetical 
order with some being further subdi- 
vided, such as, Bridles—Adjustment of, 
Care of, Types and Parts of. Entries 
vary in length from one- or two-line 
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definitions, e.g., Gelding, Sandshifter, 
to several pages, e.g., Injuries, Racing, 
about eight pages each. Some other 
topics treated at considerable length 
are Colts, Falls, Hunting, Horseshow 
Classes, Jumping Faults, Teaching 
Riding. 

The appendix includes miscellaneous 
information such as lists of Famous 
Horses, Harness Records, Hunting 
Terms, Hunts Recognized by the Mas- 
ters of Foxhounds Association of Amer- 
ica (gives Master, Place and Colors, 
Evening Dress), Scale of Weights for 
Age, Western Terms. 

An analytical index, together with 
plentiful cross references in the text 
and running heads makes the book use- 
ful as a quick reference tool. However, 
inconsistencies occasionally appear in 
the form of entries and in the cross 
references. Some types of ponies, such 
as Indian, Shetland, Criollo are indexed 
under ponies but Iceland pony has a 
separate index entry. Some terms listed 
in the text are repeated under Hunting 
Terms with cross references, but many 
words in the latter section are not in 
the text. These are minor defects which 
can be corrected before another edition 
appears. 

Of more importance is the fact that 
certain errors can be found in the fac- 
tual information. The statistics are not 
always consistent with those given in 
other sources. For example, the pres- 
ent trotting record for the mile, ac- 
cording to the Americana and the 
World Almanac, is 1:55% established 
by “Greyhound,” September 29, 1938, 
whereas, according to The Horseman’s 
Encyclopedia it is 1:56 in 1937. Of the 
sums earned by nine outstanding race 
horses, the Americana and Horseman’s 
Encyclopedia are in agreement on four. 
In the list of race tracks, Los Angeles 
is given as the location of Santa Anita 


Park, while actually it is in Arcadia, a 
town 16 miles east. For the most part, 
however, information is accurately, 
clearly and interestingly presented in 
an informal style. The emphasis 
throughout is on riding as a sport and 
on the saddle horse rather than the 
draft horse. 

The bibliography is not “exhaustive” 
as described in the publisher’s adver- 
tising, but as the author states, is made 
up of “source materials used in obtain- 
ing the facts in this encyclopedia.” 

The photographs of horses are well 
posed, and there are some excellent 
action shots. Although some of the re- 
productions are too gray, in general 
both pictures and diagrams are clear, 
pertinent and well placed in respect to 
the articles they illustrate. The format 
is pleasing, and the presswork excellent, 
but the inner margins are too narrow 
to permit rebinding. 

Because The Horseman’s Encyclo- 
pedia makes easily accessible in one 
place authoritative information pertain- 
ing to horses, it is recommended both 
for libraries and for homes of horse 
lovers. 


Keesing’s Contemporary Archives; 
weekly diary of important world 
events with index continually kept 
up-to-date. 29cm. 65 Bristol Road, 
Keynsham, Bristol, Keesing’s Publi- 
cations Ltd. (of London), vols. 1-6, 
1931-1948 (in progress). $23.50 per 
year postpaid; binding case, $4.65; 
airmail edition, available only in con- 
junction with regular edition, $4.25 
per year plus $16.15 postage. Prices 
of back volumes, postpaid: 2-4, 1934- 
1943, $31 each; 5, 1943-1945, $38.50. 

Keesing’s Contemporary Archives is 

a weekly, loose-leaf news service which 

had its origin in the Netherlands but 

is now published in England. Early in 
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its history it was reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin for October 1932 
and though described favorably was 
not recommended for American li- 
braries because of the time lag in de- 
livery and because it was held that 
libraries would have material in 
other forms. Increased interest in in- 
ternational affairs, the possibilities of 
speedier delivery offered by airmail, 
and the fact that Keesing’s now has 
fifteen years of publication behind it, 
all combine to make a new appraisal 
seem appropriate. 

Dr. Walter Rosenberger and Herbert 
C. Tobin are named in recent issues of 
the index as joint editors. A list of 
“Honorary Advisers” includes such dis- 
tinguished authorities as R. W. Seton- 
Watson, but it seems fair to assume 
that responsibility for the quality of 
the week to week reports rests essen- 
tially on the editors. 

Keesing’s service is international in 
scope and covers news events of major 
interest in the fields of international 
politics, economics, government, finance, 
commerce, education as well as art, 
science, sports, religion. The reports 
are based for the most part on news- 
paper accounts, the (London) Times 
being the most often quoted. Others 
frequently referred to include the 
Manchester Guardian, the Daily Tele- 
graph, Le Monde, and the New York 
Times. The New York Herald Tribune, 
Christian Science Monitor and Neue 
Ziircher Zeitung are among the many 
other newspapers in various parts of 
the world which are also used. News- 
papers are cited by title only without 
dates and pages. Government reports 
are the next most frequently quoted 
type of material. 

Articles vary in length from a short 
paragraph to a page or more and are 


thus long enough to permit extensive 
quotations from documents, addresses, 
etc. The longer articles are usually 
drawn from several sources. Although 
complete texts are not always given, 
many government proclamations, offi- 
cial directives, or speeches of states- 
men -and political leaders are quoted ~ 
in full when not too lengthy, e.g., 
speech of James Byrnes, July 15, 1946, 
on the results of the Paris meeting of 
the Council of Foreign Ministers. The 
draft peace treaties with Italy, Bul- 
garia, Rumania, Hungary and Finland 
are among the official documents sum- 
marized. Direct quotations from for- 
eign newspapers and documents are 
translated into English. 

Presentation is scholarly in manner, 
restrained in tone, and _ impartial. 
Quantitatively, however, the British 
point of view is very evident in the 
large allotment of space to the United 
Kingdom, the British Empire, and 
western Europe. It would be very sel- 
dom that American libraries would 
turn to Keesing’s as a source for 
American events. 

Pages are numbered consecutively 
from the beginning of publication, and 
the various articles on a page are re- 
ferred to by letters. There are two 
series of indexes, distinguished by col- 
or: The quarterly yellow index is 
cumulated to the beginning of the vol- 
ume, and the bi-weekly green index is 
cumulative since the last yellow index. 
Clear instructions for discarding super- 
seded indexes are given. 

As much material as possible is 
placed under names of countries in the 
index. Names of persons, for example, 
do not appear in the main alphabet, but 
are listed as subheadings under the 
countries to which they belong. Some 
nongeographical headings are used, 
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e.g., atomic research, Paris peace con- 
ference, whaling; but deficiencies in 
subject indexing constitute a weakness. 
Thus an excellent tabular summary of 
the food and rationing situation in 
Europe (p. 8022-24) is indexed under 
each country but not under any gen- 
eral subject such as food. Supplement- 
ing the index, most reports carry page 
references to earlier material on the 
same subject. 

The format is good, and the loose- 
leaf binder easier to work with than 
most. The air edition, printed on light- 
weight paper and folded and sent in 
letter-size envelopes, is meant to be 
discarded when the regular edition ar- 
rives. This edition does not save enough 
time in bringing current news items to 
American libraries to recommend it at 
present postal rates. 

In weighing the value for American 
libraries of a current news service pub- 
lished abroad, the question of prompt- 
ness naturally arises..In this respect 
Keesing’s cannot equal the competing 
American publication, Facts on File, 
though for the most part it keeps well 
ahead of the New York Times Indez. 
The delays lie not so much in delivery 
as in compilation and printing. Issues 
are dated from Saturday to Saturday 
and are usually not mailed until the 
latter part of the next week. None of 
these delays seems excessive, but only 
a minority of the reports relate to 
events actually falling within the dates 
of the issue. This is in part due to the 
practice of holding material on a given 
subject until it reaches some definite 
stage of development, and then giving 
a full review. This policy results in 
more coherent and definitive reports 
than would a week by week fragmen- 
tary report, but there is a sacrifice of 
timeliness. 


Keesing’s main sphere of usefulness 
is as a valuable reference tool for re- 
cent information and retrospective ma- 
terial emphasizing European and Brit- 
ish government and politics, rather than 
as a source of information on events 
for the last week or month, though 
some of the latter may be found. It 
presents more substantial reports than 
Facts on File, in extremely objective 
analysis, and brings together material 
otherwise available only in scattered 
form in newspapers, periodicals and 
documents of world scope. For all li- 
braries interested in world affairs and 
needing a convenient, reliable and 
reasonably current reporting service 
on foreign news, Keesing’s Contempo- 
rary Archives is recommended. 


Modern Household Encyclopedia; by 
Jessie De Both. Chicago, J. G. Fer- 
guson and Associates, c1946. 339p. 
illus. cloth $3. 

In her preface, Jessie De Both, who 
is a lecturer, newspaper columnist and 
writer in the field of home economics, 
states that “this first Encyclopedia of 
Household Hints is compiled to give 
you the greatest number of ideas and 
facts about the inside of your home in 
one book.” 

In a single alphabet the author has 
gathered together a multitude of prac- 
tical household suggestions covering 
such items as cookery, food and equip- 
ment purchasing, house upkeep, sew- 
ing, health and safety hints. Many en- 
tries contain only a sentence or two or 
even a single phrase. In other cases, 
articles may cover several columns, 
e.g., Freezing Foods; Shower Parties; 
Oysters. Among the brief entries are 
short definitions of French phrases 
used in cookery, such as Chiffonade, 
Paté de foie gras, Pois. On the whole, 
English terms used are not defined, and 
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information given is definitely of the 
typical newspaper column “household 
hint” sort. 

Material is entered under catchword 
phrase subject headings, and there is 
considerable unorthodoxy in their se- 
lection and in the use of cross refer- 
ences. Examples of informal and un- 
expected subject headings are entries 
under Double Chins, Inspection of 
House, Pajama Cords. For the librarian 
accustomed to logical or related cross 
references, the following are very dis- 
concerting: Icings see Nutmeg; Crust, 
for cleaning, see Vinegar Cruet; Bread 
Rolls see Clothespins, used for baking; 
Plant Scales see Plant Troubles under 
Houseplants. 

Information on related subjects is 
frequently scattered under a number of 
headings and not cross-referenced 
sufficiently. For instance, there are sug- 
gestions both under Burned Food and 
Scorched Food, and under Mustard 
Plaster and Poultice. There is a cross 
reference under Girdles, to wash see 
Foundation Garments and there are in- 
structions under the latter heading, but 
there are also different ones under 
Laundry, with no cross references. 

Separate topics in the longer articles 
are introduced by italics, but there is 
no attempt to alphabetize subtopics. 
That makes it necessary to go through 
the whole article to find information. 
Quick use of the book is not possible 
since the topics may be as wide in scope 
“as the following under Paint: When 
selecting; when testing; on new wood; 
to clean white-painted surface; to elim- 
inate odor; ete. 

Though the book cannot be used as 
a regular cookbook, many cookery 
tricks and wrinkles are explained which 
can be readily followed by experienced 
cooks. The household suggestions also 
are very helpful. Some of the home 


remedies, however, seem very old- 
fashioned; for instance, under Feet is a 
suggestion to put cayenne pepper in 
shoes if one suffers from cold feet. 
There are several pages of first-aid sug- 
gestions under Poisoning, rules for re- 
moval of spots and stains under the 
heading Stains and under individual 
types of stains, and a long list of kitch- 
en utensils under Kitchen. 

The Encyclopedia is clearly printed, 
two columns to a page on good quality 
paper with adequate margins. There 
are over two hundred illustrations, all 
black and white line drawings, some of 
which are useful accompaniments to the 
text, but some of which are rather poor. 
For instance the illustration under 
Oysters looks more like a poached egg. 

The quality of the Encyclopedia 
would have been much improved by 
rigid editing, both for subject headings 
and for sentence structure and phras- 
ing. In its present form it is very diffi- 
cult to use for quick reference purposes. 
A homemaker with leisure to browse 
can undoubtedly find many useful hints, 
but neither the librarian nor home- 
maker could depend on finding wanted 
information in a hurry. For this reason, 
though the Modern Household Encyclo- 
pedia may be useful and helpful in the 
home, and for circulation by the public 
library, it is not recommended as a 
reference book. 


My Book House; ed. by Olive Beaupré 
Miller. 12v. 24cm. Chicago, Book 
House for Children, c1937. $61.05 in- 
cluding In Your Hands and supple- 
mentary services; $69.20 with My 
Travelship. Discounts to libraries. 


Numerous inquiries received in re- 
cent months have prompted the Com- 
mittee to re-examine My Book House, 
last reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin in July 1939. The current 
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printing still bears a 1937 copyright 
date and, except for an added volume 
and a different binding, the set is sub- 
stantially the same as the one previ- 
ously reviewed. 

The supplementary volume, In Your 
Hands, was copyrighted in 1943. Until 
that time it was issued with the set as a 
small booklet. In 1943 it was expanded 
in content and made to conform in size 
and format to the rest of the set. It is 
intended as a parents’ guide book for 
the five-part My Book House plan 
which offers a packet of creative mate- 
rials, a monthly publication, Your 
Child’s World, and a free consultation 
service in addition to the twelve main 
volumes and In Your Hands. My Trav- 
elship, a set of two other volumes en- 
titled Nursery Friends from France and 
Tales Told in Holland is also offered 
either together or in combination with 
My Book House. This supplementary 
material has not been examined by the 
Committee. 

In Your Hands attempts three things: 
first, to give parents a brief summary 
of the child’s development in terms of 
both home and school activities; second, 
to indicate what literature is suited to 
various age levels; and, third, to sug- 
gest games, crafts, and other activities 
for the home. References are constant- 
ly given to related material throughout 
My Book House. The treatment of the 
child’s general development is rather 
superficial when compared with such 
books as Gesell’s Infant and Child in 
the Culture of Today, or even the USS. 
Children’s Bureau pamphlet, Your 
Child from One to Six. A good de- 
scription is given of the type of stories 
and poems popular with children of 
various ages. The greatest value of this 
volume, as of the whole set, is in the 
material about and for young children, 
although the publisher states it cov- 


ers every phase in the child’s devel- 
opment from infancy to adolescence. 

The set as a whole consists of stories, 
poems, songs and selections from chil- 
dren’s literature arranged according to 
age levels. The first volumes of nurs- 
ery rhymes and fairy tales for the 
young child will be heavily used where 
individual books are not easily avail- 
able. The volumes planned for older 
children contain excerpts from the folk- 
lore, legends, history, biography of 
many lands and adaptations of liter: 
classics. 

The chief weakness of the set lies in 
the fact that this varied material for 
older children has been abridged and 
adapted in a fairly uniform style which 
has a limited appeal. Most of the selec- 
tions are available in their entirety in 
libraries and will be of greater interest 
to children when not condensed. 

The Committee’s 1939 evaluation still 
applies to the present printing. My 
Book House is recommended for home 
use, where access to libraries is difficult. 


The Negro Handbook, 1946-1947; ed. by 
Florence Murray. [3d ed.] 21.5cm. 
New York, A. A. Wyn, 1947. viii, 
392p. $5. 

The aim of this work as stated in 
the foreword is “to present current, 
factual information in a concise and 
handy medium and... give a picture 
of the status of the Negro in America.” 
In presenting the information “no effort 
[has been made] to evaluate it or to 
analyze it in terms of sociological or 
economic significance.” Florence Mur- 
ray is rewrite editor and feature 
writer for the New York paper People’s 
Voice, and was given a Rosenwald 
Foundation fellowship for the prepara- 
tion of the second edition of the Hand- 
book, published in 1944. The first edi- 
tion appeared in 1942. 
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The book is comprehensive in scope, 
touching upon practically all phases of 
economic and social life in the United 
States as related to the Negro. It is 
arranged in eighteen chapters accord- 
ing to broad subjects such as “Popula- 
tion,” “Civil Rights,” “Health and Vital 
Statistics,” “Labor and Industry.” In- 
cluded in most sections are discussions 
of recent events that concern the Negro, 
pertinent statistics and lists. The Ne- 
gro’s role in World War II is given a 
detailed résumé in one of the longer 
chapters. Each chapter is divided into 
sections and headings in boldface fur- 
ther subdivide each topic. 

Some chapters are made up almost 
entirely of lists and directories. The 
“Stage, Screen and Radio” chapter, for 
example, lists musicians and song writ- 
ers and gives annotations of a number 
of plays with racially mixed or all- 
Negro casts. The section, “Books by 
and About Negroes,” cites publisher 
and place but not date and usually has 
a brief annotation. Negro newspapers, 
magazines and news agencies are listed 
under “Newspapers and Periodicals.” 
A section called “Miscellaneous Lists 
and Directories” includes brief biog- 
raphies of thirty-eight contemporary 
Negro artists, of well-known Negroes 
who died in 1944 and 1945, and of Spin- 
garn medal winners. A comparison 
with Who’s Who in American Art 1941- 
42 reveals that only thirteen of the 
thirty-eight artists are included there; 
four are found in the 1941-44 edition of 
Who’s Who in Colored America and 
two in Current Biography, 1940-45. 

Detailed statistical data are found in 
all chapters that admit of such treat- 
ment, e.g., “Education,” giving enroll- 
ment in public schools and colleges, 
expenditures for Negro education; and 
“Population,” with tables showing ur- 
ban and rural racial population, Ne- 


groes of voting age, etc. In most cases 
statistics are of 1940 or later. Usually, 
though not always, source is indicated. 

Since the arrangement is topical 
rather than alphabetical and apparently 
no particular sequence is followed in 
its organization, it is necessary to con- 
sult the index to locate desired infor- 
mation. Although fairly inclusive, the 
index is not as complete as one might 
wish. Some, but not all, of the persons 
mentioned in articles or biographical 
sections are found in the index. The 
table of contents also summarizes brief- 
ly the material in each chapter. 

The book is neatly bound in red cloth 
and is well printed with adequate mar- 
gins. A double column page has been 
used. 

The editor’s purpose seems well car- 
ried out and facts appear to be accurate 
and objectively presented. 

All three editions of the Handbook 
cover approximately the same topics, 
but in accordance with the aim of mak- 
ing it a manual of current facts, the 
1946 edition has been extensively re- 
vised to include new material and up- 
to-date textual and statistical informa- 
tion. Except that it is limited to the 
Negro in the United States, it is com- 
parable in organization and subject 
matter to the Negro Yearbook of which 
1937-38 was the last edition. 

The Negro Handbook, 1946-1947 is 
recommended. 


Who’s Important; In Every Field in All 
Countries (a monthly service of bi- 
ographies of world leaders assembled 
for the annual editions of the 
Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World) January 1947 —— v.1 —. 
23cm. New York, Institute for Re- 
search in Biography, 1947. paper 
$7.50 per year. 

The editor refers to Who’s Important 
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as a “pre-publication service of the 
Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World,” reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, July 1946. Each monthly num- 
ber is to contain about five hundred 
biographies, later to be incorporated in 
the annual edition of the Encyclopedia. 
Hence Who’s Important serves as a sup- 
plement to the Encyclopedia. 

Although the form and content of in- 
dividual articles are basically those of 
the Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World, there are several differences. 
The arrangement of Who’s Important 
is in one alphabetical list, instead of in 
subject groupings; there are no photo- 
graphs, and the articles are of nearly 
even fullness. There are none of the 
brief identification entries noted in the 
review of the Encyclopedia. 

The subjects are not necessarily of 
current news interest. Many are in- 
cluded only on the basis of past promi- 
nence. A characteristic example in the 
January number is W. D. Herridge, 
Canadian minister to the United States, 
1931-35. In the January list 50 per cent 
are either doctors or scientists, 20 per 
cent educators and scholars, 4 per cent 
political figures, a mere handful writers 
and artists, and none at all businessmen 
or industrialists. 

The value of the service is its world- 
wide coverage. Only one-tenth of the 
inclusions are of the United States, 
and, of these, fully half were born else- 
where. 

There are no aids, such as cross ref- 
erences or pronunciations of difficult 
names. A useful feature, however, is 
the list of sixty-three Principal Coun- 
tries of the World and the Heads of 
Their Governments which publishers 
state will be brought up to date each 
month. The February number contains 
an index to January biographies, which 
presumably will be cumulative. 


The format is similar to the Who’s 
Who in America monthly supplement, 
except for a two-column instead of a 
three-column arrangement. Paging is 
consecutive from one issue to the next. 

As only the first two issues were 
available at the time of review, final 
recommendation will be deferred until 
the Committee is able to examine fur- 
ther issues. 


Who’s Who in Labor; The Authorized 
Biographies of the Men and Women 
Who Lead Labor in the United States 
and Canada and of Those Who Deal 
with Labor. ... 28.5cm. New York, 
Dryden Press, 1946. xiii, 480p. buck- 
ram $12. 

This biographical dictionary is edited 
by Marion Dickerman and Ruth Taylor 
with an advisory board made up of one 
member “for the public” and four each 
for the American Federation of Labor 
and the Congress of Industrial Organ- 
izations. The responsibility of these ad- 
visors is not indicated in the preface. 
The editors state that the work was de- 
signed to fill a need for up-to-date 
biographical and directory information 
about labor leaders. 

The major portion of the book, 390 
pages, is devoted to biographies of per- 
sons prominent in union activities. The 
officers of the international trade unions 
were consulted in the selection of these 
people. Then follows fifty pages of 
sketches about individuals who “deal 
with labor,” i.e., members of U.S. De- 
partment of Labor, Social Security 
Board, National War Labor Board, 
Maritime Commission, International 
Labour Office, state industrial and labor 
boards, American representatives of 
United Nations Economic and Security 
Council, etc. 

The biographies, alphabetically ar- 
ranged in these two sections were com- 
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piled from questionnaires sent to the 
biographees. Information is of the usual 
who’s who type with special emphasis 
on labor achievements and connections. 
The sketches vary in length, presum- 
ably depending upon the data submit- 
ted by the biographee. Some people no 
longer living are listed on the basis of 
information obtained before death oc- 
curred. Members of independent unions 
as well as A. F. of L. and C. I. O. are 
included, although the independent 
groups are not represented on the ad- 
visory board. 

In addition to the biographies one 
finds much useful supplementary ma- 
terial. There is a directory of interna- 
tional labor unions, A. F. of L., C. I. O. 
and independent, with the president and 
secretary’s names and the headquarters 
address. Labor newspapers and trade 
union journals are given alphabetically 
by states with Canada _ included. 
A. F. of L. and C. I. O. educational re- 
search directors, national and local, are 
listed as are directors of university 
projects in worker’s education and of 
labor schools. Federal labor legislation 
from 1883 to 1943 is highlighted in a 
brief chronology. John R. Steelman has 
edited a six-page glossary of labor ter- 
minology. The A. F. of L. and C. I. O. 
constitutions complete the addenda. The 
prefatory list of abbreviations of names 
of unions is also helpful for reference. 

The book is well bound in buckram, 
opens easily and has a three-column 
page. Typography is legible and clear 
and names in boldface stand out well. 

Who’s Who in Labor is useful for its 
directory and reference material about 
people whose biographies are not read- 
ily found elsewhere and yet who are of 
considerable interest in most communi- 
ties. It is recommended. 

Price Changes 
The Americana Corporation, 2 West 


45th Street, New York 19, announces 
that the price of the Encyclopedia 
Americana is now: 
Red Heavy Library Buckram. .$174.50 
Blue Light Buckram........... 164.50 
This set was last reviewed in the 
October 1945 issue of Subscription 
Books Bulletin. 





The Grolier Society, 2 West 45th 
Street, New York 19, announces the 
following prices of Grolier publications 
effective January 1, 1947: 


Book of Knowledge 


DeLuxe 20 vols. $119.50 
Standard 20 vols. 99.50 
DeLuxe 10 vols. 89.50 
Standard 10 vols. 79.50 
Grolier Encyclopedia 
11 vols. 79.50 
Book of Popular Science 
12 vols. 69.50 
Lands and Peoples 7 vols. 59.50 
Building America 10 vols. 59.50 


(individual volumes $5.95 each) 


NOTE 


An error in the review of the Grolier 
Encyclopedia in the July 1946 Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin has come to 
the attention of the Committee. In the 
article on the Nobel Prize, information 
is given as of 1944 instead of 1932 as 
the review indicated. The review also 
stated in commenting on the biographi- 
cal articles that there are “many more 
entries for persons prominent before 
1900 than for outstanding figures since 
that date.” While factually accurate, 
this comment implies a lack of balance 
which is hardly justifiable. An encyclo- 
pedia covering ancient as well as mod- 
ern times would be expected to contain 
sketches of many more persons of his- 
torical importance than of current 
prominence. 
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